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REFLECTIONS ON THE SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI

What Is the Feast of Corpus Christi?

The Feast of Corpus Christi, also known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is a Catholic celebration of the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist—and thus a sacred reminder that, in every Mass,  Jesus’ one sacrifice of Calvary is sacramentally made present and offered anew for “the forgiveness of the sins we daily commit” (CCC 1366).

In 2026, Corpus Christi falls on Thursday, June 4. This is the Thursday following the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (Sunday, May 31). However, in most dioceses in the United States, and in many other countries, the celebration is transferred to the following Sunday, so Corpus Christi will be celebrated in 2026 on June 7. This is so that more of the faithful can participate. 

The Solemnity of Corpus Christi, also known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is one of the most beautiful celebrations of our Catholic faith. On this sacred day, we honor the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist — His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.



The Church celebrates Corpus Christi to profess and adore our Eucharistic Lord. Jesus is truly present body, blood, soul, and divinity in the Eucharist. At every Mass we partake of the Lamb of God, the New Covenant Passover sacrifice. Not only that, but this feast also highlights the sacramental and sacrificial reality of Christ’s presence. Additionally, it affirms the Church’s teaching on transubstantiation and invites the faithful into deeper Eucharistic devotion.

The Eucharist is not just a symbol. It is Jesus Himself, lovingly remaining with us in every Holy Mass, every tabernacle, and every Eucharistic adoration chapel around the world. Through the Eucharist, Christ nourishes our souls, strengthens our faith, forgives venial sins, and unites us as one Church.

Corpus Christi reminds us of the immeasurable love of God. Even after His Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Jesus chose to stay with us sacramentally so that we would never be alone. Every time we receive Holy Communion worthily, we receive the King of Kings into our hearts.

This June 7, let us attend Holy Mass with deeper devotion and reverence. Let us spend time in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament and thank Jesus for the gift of the Holy Eucharist. May this solemnity renew our hunger for holiness and our love for Christ truly present in the Eucharist.
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May we become living tabernacles of God’s love, carrying Christ into our homes, schools, workplaces, and communities through our words and actions.
“O Sacrament Most Holy,
O Sacrament Divine,
All praise and all thanksgiving
Be every moment Thine.”


The Deeper Meaning of Corpus Christi

The term Corpus Christi is Latin for "Body of Christ." Officially known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, the feast celebrates the Catholic belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  We, as Catholics believe that during the Mass, through the mystery of transubstantiation, the bread and wine are transformed into the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ. While the appearances of bread and wine remain unchanged, their substance becomes Christ Himself.

Although the Eucharist is celebrated every day at Mass, Corpus Christi provides a special occasion to focus entirely on this central mystery of the Catholic faith.

At its heart, Corpus Christi is a celebration of divine love. The feast reminds Catholics that Jesus did not merely leave behind teachings or memories. He remains present in the Eucharist, nourishing His people and strengthening them for their journey of faith. The Eucharist teaches self-giving love, sacrifice, unity, and communion. Just as bread is broken and shared, Christians are called to become instruments of Christ's love in the world. Corpus Christi therefore challenges believers not only to adore Christ in the Eucharist but also to recognize Him in the poor, the suffering, and those in need of compassion.
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SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS

This coming June 12th is the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, designated the Friday after the Second Sunday of Pentecost. Sixteenth century Calvinism and seventeenth century Jansenism preached a distorted Christianity that substituted for God's love and sacrifice of His Son for all men the fearful idea that a whole section of humanity was inexorably damned.




The Church always countered this view with the infinite love of our Savior who died on the cross for all men. The institution of the feast of the Sacred Heart was soon to contribute to the creation among the faithful of a powerful current of devotion which since then has grown steadily stronger. The first Office and Mass of the Sacred Heart were composed by St. John Eudes, but the institution of the feast was a result of the appearances of our Lord to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque in 1675. The celebration of the feast was extended to the General Roman Calendar of the Church by Pius IX in 1856.

"Beloved brethren, since it had been ordained by a merciful Providence that the Church should be formed from the side of the crucified Christ and that the words of the Scriptures be fulfilled: They shall look upon Him whom they have pierced — a soldier armed with a lance opened the sacred Breast. The Blood mingled with water, which was shed from that pierced side, was the price of our salvation. Flowing from the hidden fount of the Sacred Heart, it gave to the sacraments their power of conferring the life of grace, and to those already living in Christ a draught of the living fount, gushing forth unto life eternal.

"Arise, therefore, O soul friendly to Christ! Cease not your vigil; bring close your lips, that you may draw waters from out the Savior's fountain. Oh, how good and how pleasant it is to dwell in this most Sacred Heart. Your Heart, dearest Jesus, is the great treasure, the precious jewel which we will find in the dug field of Your sacred Body. Who is there who would throw away this jewel? Rather would I throw away all my own jewels, my thoughts and my affections, and cast my cares upon Your Sacred Heart, which will nourish me without fail. I beg of You, sweet Jesus my God, place my prayer among those that You will answer. Draw me wholly into Your Heart. For unto this end Your side was pierced, that an entrance would lie open to us. Unto this end Your Heart was wounded, that detached from worldly tumult, we would be able to dwell in it.

"But above all, Your Heart was wounded so that a visible scar would enable us to see the invisible wound of Your love. For how could the ardor of Your love be better shown than by this, that not only Your Body but even Your very Heart was pierced with a lance? Truly the wounds of the flesh showed forth the wounds of the spirit. Who is there who would not love One so loving? My dearly beloved, let us pray that the Sacred Heart may deign to wound our heart still so hard, still so impenitent, and bind it with the sweet bonds of His love."


—St. Bonaventure
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Who are We
 
We are the Carmelite Friars of the Divine Mercy incardinated under the Reformed Catholic Church (an independent Catholic Church in the global movement). 

A contemplative community of friars living semi-cloistered.

  The Carmelite Friars of the Divine Mercy believe that the heart of our way of life is contemplation. Saint John of the Cross described contemplation as the inflowing of God’s grace into a human being. We describe our way of living simply as maintaining close ‘friendship with God’. The Order’s charism is to know and love God, and to make God known and loved by others.

  We believe that God’s grace and friendship is offered to all people, not as something we can earn or attain by our own efforts, but as a gift of God, given whenever and to whoever God wishes. To become contemplative Carmelites, we seek to open our hearts to God, practicing what our tradition calls ‘vacare 
 
THE ROOTS OF OUR VOCATION

The Carmelite Friars of the Divine Mercy belong to a religious family endowed with its own special charism in God’s people and called to fulfill a specific role in the Mystical Body of Christ.  Each of us receives a personal call to this family. As a renewed form of an ancient order, it entails both fidelity to the spirit and traditions of Carmel and a continual striving after renewal. This is--as it were--the dual heritage bequeathed to us by our Holy Mother St Teresa. Mindful of this and docile to the voice of God, we cherish the spirit and way of life of our forerunners as we profess to be their descendants and heirs. Hence, we regard the deeds of our ‘holy fathers and predecessors not as lifeless events of bygone days but as part of the providential shaping of our vocation in the living Church. 
The beginnings of the Order, the title ‘Brothers the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel’, and the earliest authentic spiritual traditions provide ample evidence of the Marian and biblical character of our vocation. Taking Mary as the mother and patroness of the Order, we look upon her life and her sharing in the mystery of Christ as a model of religious consecration.


IF INTERESTED IN DISCERNING YOUR RELIGIOUS VOCATION
AND/OR FOR CARMELITE THIRD ORDER (LAY)
CONTACT US
bishopjoseisrael@gmail.com
Phone: (734) 775-9168
6255 Telegraph Rd. Unit 125, Erie, MI 48133
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AM I BEING CALLED TO THE CARMELITE CONTEMPLATIVE WAY OF LIFE?

  In a world of distraction and dispersion, modern man is distraught, thirsting for peace in a troubled world. The dream of humanity sufficing by its enlightened thought and conscientious humanitarian charity has met the sad reality of mass ideological murder of the twentieth century and a rampant selfish individualism that has man saying with the Psalmist, 

“What can bring us happiness?”

  St Teresa of Avila, the Doctor of Prayer and reformer of the Carmelites, proposed a remedy for our times to discover this interior peace to work toward peace in the world. She invites us to look to the person of Jesus Christ to discover our dignity and destiny in him: that we are all made in the “image and likeness” of God and we are all destined for eternal glory. Teresa realized that we are all capable and called to be contemplatives.

  We are all called to be united with reality, and the highest reality that we are made for is God. For every man but especially for the Christian, we are called to grow in likeness to God, and to make of our soul a worthy dwelling place for the Most Holy Trinity. This is done by the process of prayer where we are united to God, or rather God unites himself to us.
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The Community of St. Elijah of the Carmelite Friars of the Divine Mercy were welcomed into the global family of faith that is the Reformed Catholic Church since the 14th of November of 2010 AD and most recently welcomed back. The friars were welcomed with all rights, privileges and responsibilities of this jurisdiction to the ministry of the RCC. 

Discover the path of Lay Carmelites
What is expected of a Lay Carmelite?

· To participate in the daily celebration of the Eucharist, when possible.
· To spend about ½ hour in meditation each day, reflecting on the Scriptures, using Lectio Divina, or some other appropriate method of personal/reflective prayer.
· To pray the Liturgy of the Hours — Morning and Evening Prayer — in union with the Church throughout the world.
· Spending some time doing spiritual reading each week.
· To attend the monthly community meetings and other (periodic) community activities.
· To wear the Brown Scapular daily as a sign of dedication to Mary, trust in her motherly protection, and as an expression of one’s commitment to live in allegiance to Christ by serving others.

The Lay Carmelite Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary (historically known as the Third Order) is an association mainly of laypersons. Its members, responding to a special call of God, freely and deliberately commit themselves “to live in the following of Jesus Christ” according to the charism, traditions and spirit of Carmel under the authority of the Prior General of the Carmelite Order. The members, though not in Religious Life, choose to live out their baptismal commitment according to the spirit of the Carmelite Order. Members are brothers and sisters of the Carmelite Family and sharers in the same call to holiness and in the same mission of the Carmelite Order.  

Rejoice always.
Pray without ceasing.
In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thes 5:16-18



Within their state in life, Lay Carmelites seek to live in the presence of God 24 hours a day. In fact, the entire Carmelite family, in its task of living out its consecration to Christ, seeks to live in the presence of the living and true God who, in the person of Christ, lives in our midst; it is a family that seeks divine intimacy.

Lay Carmelites, imbued with the spirit of the Order, try to live its charism in a silent listening to the Word, making their whole life a prayer by allowing themselves to be caught up by the Spirit for the wonderful works that God accomplishes, and which require their commitment and worthwhile contribution.

Lay Carmelites, according to the constant tradition of Carmel, are to cultivate in the greatest degree possible prayer in all its forms: mental prayer and aspirational prayer, as well as the traditional practices. Above all they should learn from the Virgin how to praise the Lord and to rejoice in God their Savior in their ordinary daily life.


Understanding Lay Carmelites:
A call to prayer

The Carmelite call is fundamentally a call to prayer. Lay Carmelites are deeply involved in spiritual practices including daily Mass, frequent Communion, and reciting the Divine Office. We engage in mental prayer, practice the presence of God, and dedicate time to spiritual reading. Frequent visits to the Blessed Sacrament and the observance of silence are also key aspects of our spiritual discipline. We take a vow of obedience to God and the Superiors of the Order, and a vow of chastity according to our personal state of life.



The distinctive meaning of Lay Carmelite ministry

The Lay Carmelite is called to the Family of Carmel to be deeply involved in the mission of the Church, to contribute to the transformation of the secular world. A Lay Carmelite does this by sharing in the charism of the Carmelite Order. We find in Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and in the Prophet Elijah the models for this way of Gospel living. Profession of promises as a member of the Lay Carmelites is an intensified commitment to the living of one’s baptismal promises. 
Being a Lay Carmelite is not just a devotion added to life; it is a way of life, a vocation. By entering the Order, the Lay Carmelite takes upon him/herself the Carmelite charism of prayer, community, and service to others. The call to Carmel, a call to seek God’s will in the ordinary circumstances of everyday life, roots Lay Carmelites in a love of those with whom they live and work, in the recognition of God’s presence in all circumstances, and in solidarity with God’s people everywhere.
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