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       STRUGGLING TO FIND YOUR GOD-GIVEN PURPOSE IN LIFE?
Do you find yourself struggling to find your God-given purpose in life?



A Psalm of David.
139 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
    you discern my thoughts from afar.
3 You search out my path and my lying down
    and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
    behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
    and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
    it is high; I cannot attain it.
7 Where shall I go from your Spirit?
    Or where shall I flee from your presence?
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
    If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
9 If I take the wings of the morning
    and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,
    and your right hand shall hold me.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
    and the light about me be night,”
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;
    the night is bright as the day,
    for darkness is as light with you.
13 For you formed my inward parts;
    you knitted me together in my mother's womb.


14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.[a]
Wonderful are your works;
    my soul knows it very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every one of them,
    the days that were formed for me,
    when as yet there was none of them.
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
    How vast is the sum of them!
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand.
    I awake, and I am still with you.
19 Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God!
    O men of blood, depart from me!
20 They speak against you with malicious intent;
    your enemies take your name in vain.[b]
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?
    And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?
22 I hate them with complete hatred;
    I count them my enemies.
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart!
    Try me and know my thoughts! [c]
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,
    and lead me in the way everlasting! [d]
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We all have our favorite scripture passages. My favorite psalm is Psalm 139. There are many reasons this psalm is so impactful. It is intimate. It is personal. It is true. The psalm covers some big theological ideas and concepts like: Omniscience — the state of knowing everything; Omnipresence — the presence of God everywhere at the same time; Omnipotence — having unlimited power. Psalm 139 examines these vast ideas of God as all-knowing, all-present, and all-powerful. Yet none of these terms actually appear in the psalm. Instead, these profound truths are broken down into more digestible, personal bites so we can understand them clearly, without confusion. These truths are conveyed in a deeply personal way.

Verse 1 tells us, “You have searched me, Lord, and you know me” (NIV). He knows me! What could be more intimate than that? The almighty God, who knows everything, knows me. No matter how you look at it, the fact that God knows me and knows you is nearly impossible to fathom. It means God knows me intimately, with all my dark secrets. He knows me, one out of more than 8 billion people in the world. God knows me!

Verse 2 continues, “You know when I sit down or stand up. You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.” To paraphrase, the psalmist says, “You know what I do. You know my actions and my movements — you know when I sit and when I rise.” The psalmist also tells us that God knows our thoughts. It is impossible to deceive God because He knows our innermost thoughts and secret desires. You know, those things that we think are hidden — that no one on earth knows. Guess what? They’re not hidden from God. He knows them. “You perceive my thoughts from afar.” The word “afar” tells us that distance is no issue for God. It doesn’t matter how far we’ve traveled from Him or from His presence — He knows our thoughts.

Verse 3 tells us, “You know where I go.” That bar, or that club — all my ways are known to You. “You are familiar with all my ways.” 

Verse 4 tells us that God knows what we say even before a word is on our tongues. He knows us completely. He knows us better than we know ourselves. We can be masters of disguise with each other. We can hide our past, exaggerate or deny things about ourselves, or conceal our secret desires from our loved ones. But we can’t hide these things from God. We can’t conceal them from His all-searching, all-knowing gaze. Hiding didn’t work for Adam and Eve — and guess what — it still doesn’t work today. Perhaps we would prefer a “manageable” God, one who is easier to control — someone less all-knowing, less all-present, and less all-powerful. But the God of Psalm 139 is not someone who can be neatly boxed in. He knows everything about us!

Verse 5 tells us God knows that our ultimate need is for His presence: “You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me” (NIV). To me, this speaks of protection, grace, and God’s love toward us. The image of His hand upon me sounds gentle. Being in His presence is what we all need. Let’s learn to enjoy His silence. Being in His presence is what He wants, too. We need the shelter and protection of God’s hand. We need Him watching over us. David, in effect, is saying, “I am an open book to you.”
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It's a deep human experience to equate silence with abandonment. But as many theologians and spiritual writers suggest, God’s silence is rarely an indication of absence. Instead, it is often reframed as a sacred space meant for preparation, reflection, and the deepening of faith. Silence is often viewed as a time of hidden growth. Just as a seed needs the dark soil to germinate, these quiet seasons are seen as a period where character is refined. A common metaphor is that of a teacher who remains quiet during a test to allow the student to demonstrate what they have learned. It is an opportunity to put faith into action without constant reassurance. Instead of turning away, the silence is often an invitation to seek intimacy on a deeper level, trusting in a relationship even when you cannot tangibly feel it. 

Verse 6 is David’s response to all of this: “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.” And so it is; God knows us completely. God knows us intimately. God knows us. “You have searched me and know me.” There are two ways to approach this amazing reality. This knowledge can either be terrifying or an awesome privilege to behold. O God, You know me — my missteps, my misspoken words, and yet You still love me! And what’s more, You are still seeking a relationship with me.

So, where do we find ourselves today? Like David, do we find this knowledge too wonderful to comprehend? Do we find the thought of an all-knowing God terrifying? Or do we see it as a wonderful privilege to have the protection of this all-knowing, all-present, all-powerful God watching out for us? If you find it terrifying, I encourage you to see God’s love and grace in this and embrace the privilege of His wonderful protection. He loves you — He knows you. And He wants nothing more than for you to know Him intimately, personally, just as He knows you.

If you don’t know Jesus, I encourage you to reach out to Him and seek His presence. And if you do know Jesus, maybe it’s time to examine your heart and those secret things that only you and the Lord know about. Perhaps you need to surrender those secrets to Him so there’s room for more of His presence in your life. Isn’t that what we all need? More of His divine presence. Oh Lord, search me, and know me, so that I may know You in all Your divinity.

God has a plan and purpose for each person, including unique gifts, talents, perspectives, friend groups, and workplaces. Some say that God's purpose is to help people grow, find happiness, live by faith, and become more like Him through faith in Jesus Christ. Others say that God's purpose is to conform people to the image of Christ, so that they can live a life of love and good works.  Now, by centering your life around God (worship), learning to love God's family (fellowship), cultivating spiritual maturity (discipleship), contributing something back (ministry), and telling others about God's love (evangelism), we will build the foundation for a successful and satisfying life.

However, true purpose is about recognizing your own gifts and using them to contribute to the world—whether those gifts are playing beautiful music for others to enjoy, helping friends solve problems, or simply bringing more joy into the lives of those around you.  St. Paul reminds us that, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27). God's ultimate purpose is to restore his image in each of us so that we can live a fulfilled and purpose driven life.  He created people out of love for the purpose of sharing love. People were created to love God and each other. Additionally, when God created people, he gave them good work to do so that they might experience God's goodness and reflect his image in the way they care for the world and for each other.
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How do I find my purpose in life?
   
Turn to the Bible, pray for direction, and follow God’s will.  God has left us with a wealth of knowledge of the Bible to help us. By sharing knowledge of what has been revealed to me through my personal lessons in life. I must admit I don’t have all the answers, but I can point you to the source that can help you find your God given purpose. I believe to live a life with both passion and purpose we must continue to learn who Jesus Christ is and what he says our purpose is in life. We’re created in his image so his life reflects many character traits we should seek to live out daily.

As you seek your purpose, understand that each day we live is a gift and we must ask how to make the most of our lives by living by faith and not by sight.
      

The apostle Paul says, “We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”(Ephesians 2:10) God calls you to a purpose—to do good works—“tailor-made” just for you. And He gifts you with all you need to accomplish that purpose. So, identify the things you care about and live a purpose driven life. Be able to reflect on what matters most, project God’s love to others. Obviously, for this to happen, you must recognize your strengths and talents. 

For us to live with a God driven purpose, you must first put down this life to gain life.  Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. Proverbs 19:21)

God has better plans for us than we can imagine, and he does things, which we may not be able to understand but trust in his will. Through scripture, there are several ways we can live a purpose driven life. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:16-17)

     Take time and reflect if you feel you desire materialistic possessions or want pride and power. It’s futile to focus on temporary pleasures because on our deathbed we can’t take anything with us. Besides, more than likely, your family will be by your bedside, and they love you unconditionally, not because of what you have.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matthew 6:33)

Now that we understand what the will of God is for our life, we must look at the many promises of God when we seek first the kingdom of God. There are over 3,000 promises of God, but I want to point out a few that relate specifically to finding your God given purpose in life so you can experience a career that aligns with your faith.

· “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 
· “In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose, which is to be conformed to the likeness of his Son.” Romans 8:28-29
· “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17
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Review these and any other verses that apply to your life and write them down and place them in different locations. This can help you in your daily walk and serve as reminders of the many promises that comes from Jesus Christ.

Once we learn to live a life that’s Christ-centered, then we will understand how we can glorify God in all things. In this way, we can lead a purpose driven life for God.  He wants us to use our talents to do good in the world for which He has a series of intentions for our lives:

1. We were planned for God’s pleasure:
· So, your first purpose is to offer real worship.
2. We were formed for God’s family:
· So, your second purpose is to enjoy real fellowship.
3. We were created to become like Christ:
· So, your third purpose is to learn real discipleship.
4. We were shaped for serving God:
· So, your fourth purpose is to practice real ministry.
5. We were made for a MISSION:
· So, your fifth purpose is to live out real evangelism.
· Try volunteering, dedicating time to the people in need.
· Always imagine your best possible self and live up to it.
· Cultivate positive emotions like gratitude and awe. 
· Instilling positive support to others— keep negative vibes out of your  
                 heart and demeanor.
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The challenge is that you will live your life in a way that glorifies God but march to your drum.
We are all created in his image but we each are unique, and none of us will experience the same things in life. Dream big, pray, and then seek to do God’s will—not yours.


Determining your passions often helps you figure out what God has called you to do. It's often said that God works at the intersection of our gifts and our passions. Where do your gifts meet your passions? That may be God's purpose for you. But. if you wake up every day filled with apathy or dread or total boredom, you’re probably not doing what you were meant to do. God has created you uniquely, has good things planned for you and one of the fruits of the Spirit is joy (Galatians 5:22). Sure, there will be difficult things you encounter that require patience and persistence, but overall, you should have a sense of joy and excitement that fills your days, your work, and your relationships.




“And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.” 
Ecclesiastes 8:15



So, if you feel purposeless, ask God to give you wisdom and direction.  “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” James 1:5   That’s incredibly good news. God wants to give you a purpose. He wants to bestow divine wisdom on you. It’s not like God is holding out on you to make you miserable. He desires you to have a joyful, ambitious, purposeful life. Ask God for purpose and expect Him to give it to you.

God has given you very specific gifts and strengths. Maybe you’re a math whiz or a wise counselor. Maybe you have a mind for electronics or business. Maybe you’re great at organizing people and getting things done. God’s purpose for you probably involves the things you’re already good at. Determining your passions often helps you figure out what God has called you to do. It’s often said that God works at the intersection of our gifts and our passions. Where do your gifts meet your passions? That may be God’s purpose for you. 

I do understand that trying to discover your life’s purpose can be a stressful, overwhelming thing. It can seem like such a big, confusing, frustrating subject. You want to move forward, but you’re not sure how. You want to find your purpose, but you feel like you’re aimlessly wandering. But you can trust God to lead you where he wants you to go. As the psalmist says, “He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” Psalm 23:2-3   You may feel confused, but God doesn’t.

What does God say when we are struggling? 
9The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed,
    a stronghold in times of trouble.
10 Those who know your name trust in you.” 
Psalm 9:9-10 
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Let us pray…
Lord, I feel overwhelmed and burdened with so many cares. 
Please help me find the strength in you again, renew my heart, and turn my focus back to you. 
Whenever I am uncertain about what I should do, show me your ways. 
Allow me to look to the future with hope. When I don't know which way to turn, teach me and show me. 
In everything I do, I ask you to guide me. 
I want to trust you and I ask that you protect me.  
I need you today and every day.
In Jesus name. 
Amen.
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THAT WHICH YOU LOVE


PASSION


THAT WHICH THE WORLD NEEDS


MISSION


VOCATION


MISSION


THAT FOR WHICH YOU CAN BE PAID


THAT AT WHICH YOU ARE GOOD


PASSION


PROFESSION


VOCATION


PURPOSE OF LIFE!
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